August 30, 2026
“Jesus Sees Every Gift"
Luke 21:1-4

This is the third sermon in a three-part series to raise the funds needed for
our new home in Ballantyne:

A conversation this week with Derwin Gray
God has opened this door for us!

“A Greater Glory"” is the name of the campaign
Two messages thus far:

1. You can't take it with you
2. Butyou can send it ahead

Today's message: Jesus Sees Every Gift
Let's begin here:

Two Fundraisers in the Bible to Build a Building

1. The Tabernacle — Exodus 25-40
e |Israel's mobile worship unit
Given to Moses on Mt. Sinai by God
Specific measurements
Craftsmen gifted by the Holy Spirit to build it
Moses asked that all participate (35:29)
And give a freewill offering — no one forced or taxed
That they be generous (36:5-8)
The Israelites had plundered the Egyptians



Now much of that gold, silver, and precious stones returned
It took six months to build

Cost: $100 million

God didn't gulp at this amount

He knew it was in their pockets

It was about FAITH DEVELOPMENT

Moses had to ask them to stop giving, it was so successful
And God's glory fell on the Tabernacle upon completion

2. The Temple — 1 Kings 5-8; 2 Chronicles 2-7

Isaiah 56:7

David's vision that his son Solomon later enjoyed
Same layout as Tabernacle, just now fixed, not mobile
They needed a permanent worship home

People asked to give willingly, no coercion

King David gave first from his bounty

He modeled generosity with a huge gift

Then the leaders followed

Then the people and all participated

It took seven years to build

It cost over $585 billion plus

God didn't gulp at this amount

It was to be a house of prayer for all the nations — Isaiah
56:7

"these | will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

e God desires this building to be a place where all peoples would
worship him

¢ When completed, a national celebration occurred

e GCod's glory fell on the Temple

Thus Far

1. Larger gifts — the goal: $10 million (plus?) — stories over the last
three months
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Now phase two: the entire church (hopefully "all") began this week —
the goal: $10-15 million

With what we've saved, this is very doable!

Until March 2027 (with lots of prayers of FAITH)

We will NOT do a thermometer: pray for the amount God tells you
We will ask for all to fill out a pledge card (yes, we need them —
some banks ask for them if we need to borrow)

A 5-year campaign

If able, upfront giving does help

ALL gifts are of the same importance to Jesus

10. It's not the size of the gift, but the size of faith he sees

Today's message: Jesus sees all gifts to him

Luke 21:1-4

1Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2
and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, "Truly,
| say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she
had to live on."

Luke 21:1

"Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box."

Jesus was looking down, probably teaching

He is in the court of the women

He looks up and saw the rich putting their gifts in the
trumpet-shaped boxes made of bronze

Sometimes blowing trumpets (Matthew 6:2) to draw attention to
themselves..."tooting your own horn”

For religious people to receive people's praise and honor

Luke 21:2
"And he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins."”

And Jesus saw a poor widow

No husband to support her

The most vulnerable in the culture

But God had been faithful and always provided for her
She put in two copper coins into the box



Like two pennies today, a 1/64th of a day's wage

A small amount in comparison to the rich's gifts

Yet Jesus calls her a gold medal giver

Please note: Jesus saw her gift — supernaturally? Normally?
And he acknowledged her gift as honorable, but not the rich
He sees all our gifts as well and all are important to him
BGEA average gift: $17 for a $100 million plus budget

Luke 21:3
"And he said, 'Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all of
them.""

e Jesus: "Truly, | say to you'"... this is important to know!

e '"This poor woman put in more than all of them" — more than all the
rich

e How could Jesus say this?

Luke 21:4
"For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty
put in all she had to live on."

e For the rich contributed out of their abundance (what they have left)
e But out of her poverty, the widow put in all she had to live on (she
had nothing left)

They worshiped status and were hypocrites

But the widow worshiped God with great FAITH

Jesus noted not how much she gave but how much she had left
And believed God would provide

Like Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16)

Some Final Thoughts as We Move Forward

1. We have 940 giving units (some/many couples and families), hoping
ALL will participate

Yes! Involve your children (this week with a 14-year-old!)

Every gift matters to God and he sees them all

All giving willingly and not begrudgingly

Turn in pledge cards at Hope Central box (yes, we need them)

Thus far, it's been very exciting
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7. Thisis partly for MOHC's kids... MOHC's grandkids... MOHC's great
grandkids

8. And eternal SOULS! Our most valuable commodity

9. Fields? Aquatics center? Gyms? Classroom space? Facilities facilitate
ministry for eternal souls!

10. Unless Jesus returns which is fine...

Let's conclude with two prayers from God's Word:

1. From King David
2. From King Jesus

1 Chronicles 29:10-19
David Prays in the Assembly

10 Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly. And
David said: “Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and
ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the
victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours.
Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both
riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are
power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength
to all. 13 And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.

14 “But who am |, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer
willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given youl.
15 For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our
days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding. 16 O Lord our
God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for
your holy name comes from your hand and is all your own. 17 | know, my God,
that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness
of my heart | have freely offered all these things, and now | have seen your
people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you. 18 O Lord,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such
purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts
toward you. 19 Grant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep
your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes, performing all,
and that he may build the palace for which | have made provision.”



Mark 11:22-25

"And Jesus answered them, 'Have faith in God. Truly, | say to you, whoever
says to this mountain, "Be taken up and thrown into the seq," and does not
doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be
done for him. Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours. And whenever you stand praying,
forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is
in heaven may forgive you your trespasses."”

Let's pray for one another
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