
 

  

August 2, 2026​
“Would Jesus Marvel at Your Great Faith?”​

Luke 7:1–10 

Today’s Text: 

Luke 7:1–10 
After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum. 2 Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point 
of death, who was highly valued by him. 3 When the centurion heard about 
Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, 
saying, "He is worthy to have you do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, 
and he is the one who built us our synagogue." 6 And Jesus went with them. 
When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to 
him, "Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof. 7 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the 
word, and let my servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man set under 
authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to 
another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 9 
When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the 
crowd that followed him, said, "I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such 

 



 

faith." 10 And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they 
found the servant well. 

Luke 7:1 
"After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum." 

●​ After having completed the Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20–49) 
●​ Jesus goes to Capernaum — the headquarters for his ministry in 

Galilee 

Luke 7:2 
"Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who 
was highly valued by him." 

●​ A Roman centurion would oversee 100 Roman soldiers 
●​ In this passage, a Roman centurion had a servant who was sick 
●​ Centurions could not marry, for they could be reassigned quickly to 

another part of the world 
●​ They could have servants in their household 
●​ Often centurions would become very close to their servants 
●​ This centurion's servant was sick (near death), yet was highly valued  

Luke 7:3 
"When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, 
asking him to come and heal his servant." 

●​ The centurion had heard about Jesus (most likely his miracles and 
divine power) 

●​ He sent “elders of the Jews” to Jesus asking him to come and heal 
the servant 

●​ The centurion must have thought Jesus would listen more quickly to 
them than if he went personally 

●​ Why? Because Jews hated Rome and having its army in their midst 
●​ They considered Gentiles to be "dogs" 
●​ Why would Jewish elders go to Jesus for a Roman centurion 

considered a "dog?" 
●​ Hang on… 

 

 



 

Luke 7:4–5 
"And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, 'He 
is worthy to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the 
one who built us our synagogue.'" 

They came to Jesus and pleaded with him "earnestly" (a kind of prayer?) 
 
Why were they mediating this encounter with Jesus for the centurion?​
 

1.​ "He is worthy to have you do this for him" — he is a really good guy 
2.​ "He loves our nation" — he has a huge respect for Israel 
3.​ "He is the one who built us our synagogue" — his respect for Israel 

put into action​
 

●​ Had the centurion become a follower of the One true God of 
Israel? 

●​ Did he attend the synagogue he built to learn the Torah? The 
prophets? 

●​ Did he know of the coming Messiah? 
●​ Had he concluded that Jesus was this promised Messiah? 
●​ Riveting conjectures! 

Luke 7:6 
"And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the 
centurion sent friends, saying to him, 'Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 
not worthy to have you come under my roof.'" 

●​ And Jesus went with them toward the centurion's house 
●​ As they approached, the centurion sent friends to intercept them 
●​ He told his friends to tell Jesus that he was not worthy for Jesus to 

come under his roof 
●​ The Jewish elders tell Jesus, "He is worthy for you to do this for him" 
●​ But the centurion tells Jesus through his friends, "I am NOT worthy 

to have you in my presence" 
●​ Note the centurion's great humility 
●​ Great humility always precedes great faith 
●​ "I am nothing. I don't deserve your great grace." 

 

 



 

Luke 7:7 
"Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my 
servant be healed." 

●​ Now comes the evidence of the centurion's great faith 
●​ The centurion didn't presume to be able to come to Jesus 
●​ Outside his house, he tells his friends to say to Jesus: "But say the 

word and let my servant be healed" 
●​ He knows one single word from Jesus is sufficient for his servant's 

healing 
●​ How does he know this? He understands authority 

Luke 7:8 
"For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to 
one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my 
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

The centurion: He knew the military chain of command. What it was like to 
be under authority. Over the centurion was: 

1.​ A Chiliarch/Tribune — a commander of 1,000 soldiers 
2.​ The Regional Ruler: Herod Antipas 
3.​ The Ultimate Imperial Authority: Emperor Tiberius​

 
●​ The centurion realized any command from his authorities must be 

obeyed 
●​ He also realized that he had 100 soldiers under him who had to obey 

him 
●​ When an authority says, "Go, or come, or do this" those under his  

command must obey him 

Luke 7:9 
"When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the 
crowd that followed him, said, 'I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such 
faith.'" 

●​ Jesus marveled at his great faith 
●​ The word is thoumazo in the Greek 
●​ The centurion knew what he was suggesting — that Jesus had all 

power and authority here on earth 
●​ Jesus's power was divine 

 



 

●​ And Jesus marveled at his great faith 
●​ The only other time in the New Testament Jesus marvels at great 

faith is the Canaanite woman:​
 
1.​ Found in Matthew 15:21–28 (let me tell you the story) 
2.​ Matthew 15:28, Jesus to the Canaanite woman, "Great is your 

faith." 
3.​ A Gentile outsider who refused to give up with her request, 

persisting in her faith 
4.​ The only other time Jesus "marvels" at anything is Nazareth's 

unbelief found in … Mark 6:6​
And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about 
among the villages teaching. 

5.​ Thoumazo in the Greek — the only other time the verb is used 
alongside Luke 7:9 

Luke 7:10 
"And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the 
servant well." 

●​ When the friends returned to the house, they found the servant well 
●​ Jesus does not need to be present to heal 
●​ He did not go inside 
●​ Distance does not prohibit his power 

Again: Would Jesus marvel at your great faith? Or your great unbelief? 
Some self-evaluation and reflection time 

Matthew 21:21 
And Jesus answered them, "Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not 
doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you 
say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' it will happen." 

Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

Mark 9:24 
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my 
unbelief!" 

 



 

Hebrews 11:1 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 

This verse is the only definition of faith in the Bible.  Faith is the: 

1.​ Assurance of things hoped for 
2.​ Conviction of things not seen 

Qualities of the centurion's great faith: 

1.​ Love for others/Jews—”For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working - through 
love” Galatians 5:6 

2.​ Humility: I am nothing; Jesus is everything 
3.​ Understanding of authority: All things are possible with God 
4.​ Just say the word equals great faith: God created the world with a 

word 

Don't forget all these examples: 

1.​ The woman with the issue of blood — Luke 8:43–48 
2.​ Blind Bartimaeus — Mark 10:46–52 
3.​ The 10th leper who was healed said "thank you" to Jesus — Luke 

17:11–19 
4.​ The friends of the paralytic and "their faith" in Mark 2:1–12 
5.​ Daniel in the lions' den — "No wound was found on him because he 

had trusted in his God" — Daniel 6:23 
6.​ Peter walking on the water — Matthew 14:22–31 
7.​ Elijah's great faith, his face between his knees, praying a prayer of 

faith — 1 Kings 18:42; James 5:16-18 

Biblically, God may say "NO" to our prayers because: 

1.​ We ask with wrong motives — James 4:3 
2.​ We are asking contrary to his will — 1 John 5:14 
3.​ We have unconfessed, perpetual sin in our lives — Isaiah 59:2 
4.​ We have bitterness against someone in our hearts — Mark 11:25 
5.​ We have discord in relationships and marriage — 1 Peter 3:7 

(husbands toward wives) 
6.​ We have doubt — Mark 11:22–23 

 



 

7.​ We have unbelief — Mark 6:6 
8.​ We may have character issues with which God is dealing — Romans 

5:3–5 
9.​ We may be showing the world how believers handle suffering — 

Daniel 3:17–18 
10.​We may be experiencing demonic assaults — 1 Thessalonians 2:18 

Keep developing your faith: 

1.​ By knowing God's promises in his Word 
2.​ By developing humility and knowing miracles aren’t earned 
3.​ By believing “God's delay is not God's denial” 
4.​ By persevering in prayer 
5.​ By trusting the sovereign power of an Almighty God — Daniel 3:17-18 
6.​ By trusting in the character of our God as Father, Daddy, and Friend  
7.​ By asking Jesus to just say the word: “Jesus…” 
8.​ By working out your faith in love to others: in your prayers, words, 

and actions 

 

Would Jesus marvel at your great faith? Make this your heart’s desire! 

To Jesus alone and always belongs all the glory 
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