
 

  

 

 

 

 

September 27, 2026​
“The Heart of the Matter Is a Matter of the Heart”​

Luke 8:4-15 

​
Biblically, the heart represents the core of your inner life 
Your heart shapes your thoughts, choices, and relationship with God 

1 Samuel 16:7 
"But the Lord said to Samuel, 'Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as 
man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.'" 

Proverbs 4:23 
"Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life." 

Romans 10:10 
"For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved." 

Psalm 51:10 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me." 

Proverbs 3:5–6 
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths." 

The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart! 

First, let's examine 

 



 

Luke 8:4–8 
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town 
came to him, he said in a parable: 5 "A sower went out to sow his seed. And 
as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on rock, and as it grew up, it 
withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil 
and grew and yielded a hundredfold." As he said these things, he called out, 
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

●​ Great crowds were following Jesus 
●​ He spoke to different sizes of crowds: first, the three. And then the 12. 

And then the 70 (coming up). And here the thousands! 
●​ "Great" here means thousands 
●​ He told them a parable/illustration 
●​ Many have called it the parable of the Sower 
●​ But it's much more the parable of the “soils” 
●​ Each one of these four soils represents the different human hearts in 

the world 
●​ The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart 
●​ Each heart/soil is probably present today 

Luke 8:9–15 
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, "To 
you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for 
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they 
hear the word, receive it with joy. And these have no root; they believe for a 
while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the 
thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked 
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 
15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 

 

 

 



 

Luke 8:9 
"And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant," 

●​ The disciples asked him the meaning of the parable 
●​ Notice they are now privately with him, not among the crowds 

Luke 8:10 
"he said, 'To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, 
but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not understand.'" 

●​ Jesus tells them that they get a unique access to Jesus's teaching 
●​ More specifically, they are given access to a secret about the 

kingdom of God 
●​ An example with Pilate 
●​ Pilate asks, "Are you the King of the Jews?" (John 18:33) 
●​ Jesus's answer: John 18:36​

"Jesus answered, 'My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I 
might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 
from the world.'" 

●​ Jesus gives here a secret insight into his heaven's kingdom 
●​ People without the Holy Spirit in their hearts will not understand 
●​ Those with the Holy Spirit inside their hearts will understand this and 

all the parables 

Luke 8:11–12 
"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the 
path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved." 

●​ The seed is the Word of God 
●​ The Sower is Jesus (and other faithful proclaimers of God's Word) 
●​ For example, I’m a seed scatterer 

Jesus then describes the four kinds of hearts in the world: 

1. The hard heart 

●​ Listeners walk along the path where many feet have trod 
●​ It's a hard ground 
●​ The seed of the Word falls on it but doesn't penetrate it 
●​ The devil comes and takes away the word "from their hearts" 

 



 

●​ So that they cannot hear and believe to be saved 
●​ Romans 10:17​

"So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ." 

●​ Casual listeners 
●​ Like in the days of Noah before Jesus's return 
●​ The discovery of Noah’s ark in Turkey? 

Luke 8:13 
"And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it 
with joy. And these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of 
testing fall away." 

2. The rocky heart 

●​ They hear the word and receive it with great joy 
●​ Lots of emotion, (perhaps tears, feelings) 
●​ But there's no root 
●​ The Word did not go deep into their hearts 
●​ They believed for a "while", for a season (no time period is 

mentioned) 
●​ But in times of testing, they fell away 
●​ God does test our faith 
●​ He knows, but it's more for us to see: are we oaks or Bradford Pear 

trees? 
●​ Mark 4:17 says it’s also because of the persecution of the word 
●​ Becoming biblical Christians 
●​ Sadly, I've seen this far too often 
●​ They had an experience, not a born again conversion 
●​ The cost of following Jesus is not fully understood 
●​ They fall away because they weren’t truly born again 

Luke 8:14 
"And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they 
go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not mature." 

3. The thorny heart 

●​ They hear and receive and start living their life 
●​ Their hearts start to begin bearing new fruit 

 



 

●​ But eventually, their hearts are choked by: 
￮​ Cares and anxieties 
￮​ Riches 
￮​ Pleasures of this life 

●​ This world is more important than the next one 
●​ And their fruit does not mature 
●​ They were never born again 

Luke 8:15 
"As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast 
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience." 

4. The good heart 

●​ They hear the Word 
●​ They hold fast to the Word 
●​ They have an honest and good heart, Jesus said 
●​ And they bear fruit 100-fold 

What kind of fruit do they bear? 

1.​ Character and integrity fruit — Galatians 5:22–23: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control 

2.​ Good works to others: a servant not a superstar 
3.​ Their lives seen in the lives of others (you reproduce who you are 

more than what you do) 
4.​ People come to know Jesus through you 

But don't miss the last two words Jesus taught in this parable: "with patience" 
​
To be conformed to the image of Jesus will demand perseverance: 

1.​ The devil will tempt you 
2.​ God will test you (to make sure you are a child of God) 
3.​ The world will entice you with pleasure, entertainment, and idolatry 
4.​ But those who persevere to the end will be saved 
5.​ How do you know that you are a Christian? You’re a Christian 

tomorrow! 

 

 



 

But today, to persevere to the end, I'll remember:​
 

1.​ Focus on your true home every day: heaven 
2.​ Focus on just today (AA): Just today, I'll crucify my flesh, spend time 

with Jesus, read and memorize his Word, pray, love whoever is in my 
path, deny self and take up my cross and faithfully follow Jesus. Then 
do the same thing tomorrow. Then the next day. 

3.​ Life's a marathon, not a sprint; but inch by inch life's a cinch 
4.​ Every great biblical character used mightily by God spent time in the 

wilderness. So will you. Keep wandering forward. 
5.​ Most every spiritual breakthrough is preceded by years of 

monotonous, unseen, frustrating work 
6.​ Then the flywheel: it does get easier the more disciplined in Christ 

you become 
7.​ Just make sure when you are knocked down, you get back up 
8.​ Failure is great feedback! Grit over your grades! (a culture of victims) 
9.​ Memorize Psalm 16:8, King David's words: "I have set the Lord always 

before me; because he is at my right hand, I SHALL NOT BE MOVED." 
10.​The Great Want To: Great faith is great perseverance…"with patience" 

Jesus said to the fourth heart 

Finally, always remember the law of the pennies 
You have a choice: Would you rather have $1 million dollars in cash right now 
OR a single penny that doubles in value every day for 30 days? 
What would you say if I told you that choosing the doubling penny makes you 
a multi-millionaire by the end of the month? 

The power of compound interest (and patient waiting): 

●​ Day one: $0.01 
●​ Day five: $0.16 
●​ Day 10: $5.12 
●​ Day 15: $163.84 
●​ Day 20: $5,242.16 
●​ Day 25: $167,772.16 
●​ Day 30: $5,368,709.12 
●​ Day 31 (most months do!): $10,000,000 

If it's true in the earthly realm, how much truer is it in Jesus's spiritual 
kingdom? 

 



 

Therefore: 

●​ Commit every day to give all to God 
●​ Over time, your investment will grow 
●​ And there will be a 100-fold reward here and in heaven 
●​ Just make sure your spiritual heart for Jesus is healthy 
●​ That he owns ALL your heart 
●​ And your heart's desire is to love and serve him every day for the rest 

of your life 

For, after all, THE HEART OF THE MATTER IS A MATTER OF THE HEART 
 

 


