
 

July 5, 2026​
“The Importance of the First Great Awakening​

for America’s Founding Documents”​
 

Setting the Stage 

●​ In the 1730s, America is a disunified group of 13 states and colonies 
●​ There was no single unifying characteristic that “united” them 
●​ George Whitefield arrives in America in 1739 
●​ An Oxford grad and an actor’s ability to communicate 
●​ He begins what is commonly called the First Great Awakening 

(1739–1770) 
 

1.​ The Second Great Awakening was 1790–1860 
2.​ The Third Great Awakening was around 1906 and the Azusa 

Street Revival in California (what launched the 
Pentecostal/Charismatic movement in America) 

3.​ The Fourth Great Awakening was 1950s-1980’s with Billy Graham 
and what is called the Jesus Revolution 

 

 



 

George Whitefield's Seven Tours of the American colonies (1739–1770) 

●​ He traveled up and down the eastern seaboard preaching 
●​ Crowds of 15–30 thousand regularly listened to him 
●​ The Boston Commons surge: 23,000 gathered — with Boston having 

only 15,000 residents 
●​ Rejected by mainline churches, Whitefield preached in open fields 
●​ It is estimated that 80% of all American colonists heard George 

Whitefield preach 
●​ Over 40 hours of preaching each week, on horseback riding from place 

to place 
●​ He was the most recognizable person in early American life 
●​ His message unified the 13 states and colonies 

His Friendship with Benjamin Franklin 

●​ During his 2nd tour he formed a deep friendship with Benjamin 
Franklin 

●​ Preaching to 30,000 in Philadelphia 
●​ The friendship lasted for 30 years 
●​ Franklin published all of Whitefield's sermons 
●​ He also publicized where his next events would be held 
●​ Which helped expand Whitefield's message to the masses 

Whitefield's Fiery Preaching and Message Emphasized 

1.​ You must be born again–less laws because governed from within 
2.​ Therefore, rights come from God, not government 
3.​ Freedom of religion to choose your own minister 
4.​ Freedom of conscience above loyalty to the King and his hierarchy 
5.​ Freedom to assemble in large crowds 
6.​ All people are created equal before God 
7.​ All people are created free before God 
8.​ Freedom of a press to say what it wants, ie. Benjamin Franklin 

 

 



 

George Whitefield's Influence on America's Founding Documents 

Can you see the influence George Whitefield had on our American founding 
documents? Can you see why many think that America was founded on 
Biblical Christianity? 

Objection about America Being Founded on Biblical Christianity: 

1.​ Our Declaration of Independence only has four references to God 
2.​ Our Constitution has no references to God 
3.​ Therefore America was not built on Biblical Christianity 

Please remind them: 

1.​ Jacob Duche’s prayer opening the first Continental Congress in 1794 
was prayed in the name of Jesus 

2.​ George Washington’s first order to his army before the first battle of the 
Revolutionary War: Before being a patriot, you must be a Christian. And 
make sure you go to church in your brigade each Sunday. 

3.​ To examine the state constitutions that existed before the Constitution 
4.​ 9 of the 13 state constitutions demanded that all who serve in 

government must be Bible-believing, born-again, church-attending 
believers in Jesus 

5.​ 13 of the 13 demanded a professed faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior 
6.​ 55 of the 56 original signers of the Declaration of Independence were 

Bible-believing, church-attending followers of Jesus 
7.​ The last paragraph of the Declaration of Independence reads like a 

prayer — where its writers appealed to the supreme Judge of the 
universe who is JESUS according to the book of Revelation and John 
5:22,27 

John 5:22, 27  For the Father judges no one, but has given all 
judgment to the Son…And he has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of Man​
 

6.​ All of this and more finds its roots in Whitefield's preaching 

 



 

                                     The Ratification of the Constitution 

●​ There was constant wrangling among the state representatives 
●​ There was zero unity and no hope for unity in sight 
●​ Finally, at the age of 81, it was Benjamin Franklin who said:​

 
1.​ "The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth — 

that God governs in the affairs of men," and then he quoted 
Psalm 127:1: "Unless the Lord builds the house, we all strive and 
labor in vain." 

2.​ He formally moved that "henceforth prayers implying the 
assistance of heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations" 

3.​ George Whitefield’s influence on his life? 
4.​ It didn't pass, but 81 days later our Constitution was ratified 
5.​ And the official Congressional Chaplaincy was established right 

after it was ratified along with daily prayers before assemblies 

John Adams said that our Constitution was only written for a moral and 
religious people — a self-governed people who need fewer laws because 
we are governed by the Holy Spirit. 

Where Are We Now? 

●​ What is the presence of George Whitefield's legacy on our nation 
today? 

●​ Is our present constitutional crisis because of a Christian past and form 
of government that is incompatible with its increasingly secularized 
citizens? 

●​ If so, perhaps our only hope is another Great Awakening​
 

A Call to Stand 
 

●​ If so, we must pray and obey Jesus 

 



 

●​ I am willing to preach the gospel with passion and fervor  
●​ To believe in and stand for biblical truth no matter what the cost 

Are you willing to stand for Jesus in this culture no matter what? 
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